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BY 
OLIVIA 
GREENWAY

the island took about half an 
hour. It was exhilarating to 
feel the wind in our hair and 
taste the salty spray on our 
lips, though you can sit in 
the cabin if you prefer not to 
get drenched. 

After a picnic lunch, 
accompanied by thousands 
of birds fishing for their 
young – puffins, guillemots, 
razorbills and gulls – you can 
take a short circular walk 
and imagine what it would 
have been like to live here, as 
people did until 1990 when 
the lighthouse was auto-
mated. All that’s left now are 
the granite rocks, exclu-
sively used in Scotland’s 
curling industry. 

Back to the castle, the food 
is mostly local with 60 per 
cent of dishes supplied by 
the kitchen garden – some of 
it walled, and near the 
Azalea – which guests are 
welcome to explore. The 

kitchen churns its own but-
ter, makes ice-cream and 
bakes bread. 

The pastry chef magics up 
melt-in-your-mouth biscuits 
to go with your tea, and petit 
fours and chocolate truffles 
t o  c o m p l e m e n t  y o u r 
after-dinner coffee. 

Fruit cordials are produced 
in season, for example for-
aged e lderf lower  with 
kitchen mint. Lobster is 
from nearby Ballantrae, and 
the popular venison loin is 
shot locally. 

The unwritten dress code 
is smart casual – this is, after 
all, a place to kick back and 
enjoy yourself – with maybe 
more of an effort appreci-
ated at dinner time.

Of course, all this luxury 
and attention to detail does 
not come cheap. If you want 
to push the boat out, book 
the penthouse, taking over 
the whole of the top floor, 

with four bedrooms (two 
bedrooms possible), five 
bathrooms, a butler and a 
private lift. Lesser mortals 
will plump for the suites – all 
different, all larger than 
standard and none of them 
with a bad view. It’s a special 
occasion place, a little treat 
or makes an ideal ‘let’s take 
the family’ break. 

Creating a Scottish para-
dise is all very well, but 
potential guests need to 
know about it. Once they do, 
they come back. 

Featuring in Amazing 
Hotels: Life Beyond The 
Lobby on BBC2 in Septem-
ber 2023 was a coup for Chal-
mers and a big boost for the 
hotel, but it didn’t happen 
by accident. Chalmers spent 
‘a number of years, off and 
on’ talking to producers. 

‘I’d say 35 per cent of our 
guests are now repeat visi-
tors,’ Chalmers tells me. It 

would appear the word is 
getting out and this quietly 
celebrated spot is finally get-
t ing  the  attent ion  i t 
deserves.

TRAVEL FACTS
There are direct flights from 
Dublin to Glasgow from €38 
return, with an 1.5-hour 

transfer time. It’s a shorter 
transfer from Glasgow 
Prestwick, but there are 
fewer direct flights. If you 
prefer to hire a car at the 
airport, parking at Glenapp 
Castle is complimentary. 
Glenapp Castle (glenapp 
castle.com), has B&B 
doubles from €408. 

Secluded gem: 
Clockwise from 
main, Glenapp 
Castl; The 
Highland cows; 
The hotel’s RIB 
going to Aisla 
Craig; and one 
of the lavish 
bedrooms

SCOTLAND’S MOST 
REWARDING DETOUR

Glenapp Castle is a 
wonderfully remote 
destination hotel 
that offers a truly 
special experience
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